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LIE and BEHAVIOUR 


JOHN SKINNER, 


Who was Executed Auguſt 25. 29, 1746, at 


CHRLMSFORD in ESSEX 


FOR TWHS 


Murder of DAN TIE I. BRE TT, 
(his late Servant) the 23d of May, 1744 


CONT AFRENGS:- 


T HF 


I. A true Account of his | ford, where he kept an 
Birth, Family, Educati- inn, and afterwards com- 
on, and being put Appren- menc'd dmuggler. 


tice to an eminent Oilman || V. His ſhooting his Servant, 
near St. Andrew's Church for which he fled ; his be- 


- in Holborn. | ing apprehended ; Com- 
II. His Marriage to a young mitment z Copies of me 
Lady of good Family and Affidavits made relatin 
'F ortune in Eſſex, ark ſer=..| - the Murder; and his 25 
ting up for himſelf without at the Bar. ; 
Aldgate; with the gay | VI. His Deportment under 
Manner in which he liv'd. Condemnation ; a Lettet 


III. His cruel Uſage to his | to his Friend; and how Ke 

Wife, whoſe Company ſtabb'd himſelf the Morn- 

he deſ:rted for the Sake of | ing of his Execution, to 
Town Ladies, ſo that ſhe” avoid a ſhameful Death. 

was obliged to go into the VII. His Advice to all the 


Pariſh W orkhouſe. Smugglers ; his Behaviour 
IV. Hs becoming a Bank- aud dying Words at the 
rupt, and retiring io Rums- * Place of Execution. 
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Aſſizes, 


T HE 


| LIFE ad BEHAVIOUR 


4 6 
{3 


O E 


JOHN SKINNER 


1s Malefactor, of whom we 
(__ — 


are about to ſpeak, committed 
the Murder for Which he ſuffered 
on the 23d of May, 1744, an 
abſconded for the faid Murder, 
A but was, ſeveral Months after the 
Fact, apprehended, and committed to the 
County Gaol of Chelmsford, by Virtue of a 
Certificate granted by the Clerk of the Peace 
for the County of E, certifying, that a Bill 
of Indictment was found by the Grand Inqueſt 
againſt the faid 70hn Skinner, for Wilful Mur- 
der, at Chelmsford aſoreſaid, at the Summer 


4 2 5:51, 900 


„ 
9 
5 


wy Eight of the Clock in the Evening of 


(4) 
The Affidavits, which here follow, taken on 
Oath relating to the Murder, afe copied ff [@ 
the Originals, and as they wall give the 

Light into the Nature of the Offence, Ar, 48 
thought proper to publiſh them: And after this; 


his Trial, Sc. ſhall be inſerted ; as alſo his 
Behaviour after Sentence of- Death was paſſed 


ypon him. 


T e i) 
Pe Ot ea en er ie eher 


ArpiDAvITS relating, ta the 
Death of Daniel Brett. 


2 tile 
i SSEX To-wit, 7% [HO 


De Examination” of El izabeth 
in: Cooper, of rhe Fariſo- of Si. 
Giles, Colcheſter, Single WOIHAR, 


_»  Zaken on Oath before me this 


26. Day of May, 1744, Touching 
the Death of Daniel Brett, lately 
deceaſed. 


SH LS 1 on ber Corporal 
Cath, ſaith, That on Medneſday laſt, 


the 


e 
the ſame Day, her Maſter came home to his 
Houſe, ſtanding on a Heath called the OI 
Heath, in the Pariſh of St. Giles, in Col- 
cheſter ; it being reported to him that he had 
loſt tome- Goods, he flew in a Paſſion, and 
ſaid, that he would have his Goods again, 
for he had ventured. his Life for them once, 
and would venture his Life again for them, for 
that he would either Kill or be Killed; that 
he called for a Dram, which ſhe gave him, and 
immediately thereupon he went our of the 
Houſe, mounted his Horſe, and rode oft 
about half an Hour after Eight at Night: 
And that (as ſhe bel:eves) about three or 
four Hours afterwards, the ſaid Mr. Skimmer 
called to this Examinant, and told her, the 
muſt get up this Minute, whiclr ſhe did, and 
came ta the Window, and deſired him for 
God's ſake 4 tell her what was rhe Matter. 
He ſpeaking m a Hurry, and ſeemingly con- 
fuſed, faith, that he then made no Anſu er, 
but turned from the Houſe, and rid tuff Speed 
towards Colcheſter, but for what ſhe cohld nor 
tell. Saith, that after ſhe did come down the 
alighted a Candle, and renewed her Fire to 
ſit by, expecting that he would come home 
again ſoon after: But faith, that her Maſter , 
was not long gone from her the laſt Lime 
betore the. ſaid D niel Brett. came into the 
Room (where this Examinant was) all — 
lat 


(6) 

That ſhe afterwards fa a large Wound thro 
his Body, and believes it was the Occaſion of 
his Death, for that he languiſhed from that 
Time till about Eleven or Twelve the next 
Day, and then died ; and further cannot de- 
poſe, only that ſhe divers times ask'd the de- 
ceaſed who gave him that Wound, but he 
never would anſwer her the Queſtion. 


Taken the Day and Signed 5 
Near above-wrizten 442 * 2. : 
Menace. AGREES Eliz. Cooper. 


FFF 
ESSEX To-wit, ; 
The Examination of ahn Rallett, 
of the Pariſh, of Sr. Giles, Col: | 
cheſter, 7; aytor, taken this 26th 
Day of May, in the Tear of, our 
Lord, 1744, before me, touching 
the Death of Daniel Bre tt, de- 
ceaſed. 
HIS Examinant on his 8 
Gath, faith, That he was ſent for to 


Mr. Fobn Skinner, to do Buſineſs as a Taylor, 
| ar 
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(7) 


at his Houſe on Wedneſday the 23d Inſtant: 


That ſaid Skznner was out moſt Part of the 
Day, and a little after Eight of the Clock in 
the Evening of the ſaid Day, the ſaid Mr. 
Skinner came in, and upon his coming in his 
Houſe-keeper (whoſe Name this Examinant 
doth not know) who goes by the'Name of 
Elizabeth, faid to Mr. Skinner, that ſome 
Perſon or ſome Things, but who ſhe meant, 
or what Things, this Examinant cannot fay, 
were in ſuch a Place ; but did not underſtand 
the ſaid Place, their Diſcourſe being in a low 
Tone: But faith, that the faid Sinner flew 
into a violent Paſſion at what ſhe had informed 
him, and bid him fetch his Powder-Horn 
(which was produced) for I will ſhoot him as 
dead as a Carrion-Crow, and then let him go, 
and ask Pardon of God Almighty. That he 
faw the ſaid Skinner load his Carbine, and at 
his going out ſaid the following Words; Now 


j for Conqueſt, Liberty or Death; and the next 


Day heard that he had ſhot the Deceaſed about 
three Hours after he departed from his faid 
Dwelling-Houſe. 


Taken the Day and | Syn 
Tear above-wrerien 5 ed by 


| ere me u 8 John Rallet. 


ESSEX 


| -(3) ? 
ESSEX To-wit, 1 0 


The Examination of 8 Page, 
„, Sti. Giles, Colcheſter, Vi c- 
Tualler, laten before me this 26th 
Day of May, 1744, at his own 
Divelling - Houſe, touching the 
Death of Daniel Brett, aug 


deceaſed. 


HIS Examinant on his Cutporu Oath, 

ſaith, That Mr. John” Sinnen, of the 
ſaid Pariſh of St. Ges, came to the Exami- 
nant's Houſe on Horſeback, on IWedyeſday laſt, 
about Ten of the Clock in the Night of the 
fame Day, and enquired for the Fa d Daniel 
Brett; but being told he was not there, he 
anſwered this Examinant in a great Paſſion, 
and ſwore bitterly, - that let him find where he 
would he would ſhoot him dead that Night: 
And that next Day about Noon this Exammant 
was intormed, that he had ſhot him accord 
ingly the Night he ſaid he would. 


Taken the Day asd Signed by | 58 * 
2: 2055 a bovemuritten ; 
dre me CEE | 
5 n Thomas Page. 


ESSEN 


— 


880 el < 9 5 


E 88 E x © Towit, | 


The Examination of Tho. Brand, 

- of Colcheſter, in the ſaid County, 

Surgeon, taken on Oath before 

© ane this 26th Day of May, 1744, 
touching the Death of 

Brett, lates 5 deceaſed. . 


"HE 8 Examinane on his Corporal Oath, | 


faith, That in the Night of the 2 3d 


of May Inſtant, one John Skinner, of the 
Pariſh of St. Giles aforeſaid, came to this Exa- 
minants Houſe between Twelve and One 
o Clock, and called this. Examinant up, de- 
firing this Examinant's Aſſiſtance, telling him 


a Man was ſhot, and was in fear he was dead 


or would die, and deſired this Examinant to 
go with him immediately. That before this 
Examinant went from his own Houſe, having 
juſt Reaſon to believe from the Behaviour of 
the ſaid Sinner, that the ſaid Skinner had 
himfelf ſhot the laid Perſon, this Examinant 
asked him, What he ſhot him with? Said 
Skinner replied, with my, or a Carbine, and 
deſctibe&*rhe Diftance which he ſhot him at. 


| That he this Examinant went to the faid 
B Sinners, 


IC 


— . — 


Daniel 


. Js 


(10) 


Skinner's, and there. found a Man, vis. one 
Daniel Brett, late Servant to the faid Sinner, 
as he is informed, mortally wounded in his 
Body, as this Examinant then - apprehended, 
for that he by Probing and Searching the 
Wound found his Bowels much lacerated and 
torn: That he went again to the ſaid Perſon 
the next Day about Nine in the Morning, and I 
found him alive, but upon his going 1n the 
Afternoon of the fame Day, found. him dead, 
that the ſaid Wound was the Occaſion of his 
Death. And further faith, that the Wound 
was of a triangular Form, of about half an 
Inch long and as much wide, and about ten 


Inches deep. 1 1 y 


Taken the Day and | Signedly | 
Dar abovue- written n | 4 
N Thomas Brant. 
CCC ͤ ²˙— | 


ESSEX Towit, a 
The Examination of Clement Bore- 
ham, of Eaſt Denyland, in the 
Jaid Couniy, Butcher, taken on 


\ 


C <a 
: ck Net. CBI of £1 Ding 
 , Oath before me this 26th Dor of 
May, mm the Tear of our Lord 
1744. touching the Death of 
Daniel Brett deceaſed. 


4 | | HIS Examinant on his Corporal Oath, 
of 


| 


faith, That on Thurſday laſt, about Two 
ree o Clock in the Afternoon of the ſame * 
Day, hearing that one Mr. John Skinner had 
ſhot Daniel. Hrett, his Man Servant, about an 
Hour afterwards, went to ſee the ſaid Brett, 
and found him dead, as reported, That about 
Ten of thè Clock of the ſame Thurſday Night, 
hearing that the faid Skinner had ſome Pigs 
aud a couple of Cows to fell, this Deponent 
went in-ſearch- of the ſaid Skinner, to buy the 
ſaid Goods. That he went to him on a Heath 
* called' Denyland Heath, which is about 2 
Nile from the Place where he ſhot the faid 
3 Hrett,'as reported, where he found him in 
Company with four or five People conveying 
away Goods in Bags or Sacks, which this 
Examinant took to be ſmuggled Goods, he 
having been deemed a Smuggler for many 
Yiears paſt. And this Examinant further faith, 
that after they had had ſome Talk about the 
Cows and Pigs, one Bavan, the Wife of one, 
Henry Bavan, and preſent with this Exami- 
aang, asked the ſaid Skizner how he could be 


—ͤ —„— 


'S:P, 


ſo paſſionate to ſhoot the / poor Man (meaning 
the {aid Brett). To which Mr. Sinner replied 
in the hearing of this -Examinant, I wiſo 1 


| — been in Heaven I um an un, ortunate Man, 


and wiſh I had. wever 228 And further 
cannot ſet fort v,_ 2 ier 


R the Day and Signed by - 5 
eur above-oritien © 

, before me Ms, & nee Borchar 

WEIS WT 3-7 9 Ie Fr 
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eee gau | 


Mr. 8 as , belle ohlervad, having 


withdrawn himſelf out of his Neighbours 
hood, to prevent being apprehended for the- 


Murder, and continuing incag. for ſome Time, 
thinking all was forgot, he came again into 
the Country, and on the 29th of April 1 
e went to the Copy-hold Court at. 7 uy | 
Inf in Z//ex, to be admitted ta the Eſtato 
per Aunum, with as much Aſſurance 


"2a i he hag been guilty of no Crime what- 


ever, or without Bread of being brought to 
Vas But Mr. Grayes, the Steward of the 
ourt being informed, that a Bill was found. 

bes him (the Priſoner) for Milful Murder, © 

Gentleman caus d him to be ſecur'd, and ; 

be wa commitred to hela d Gaol.” WIS 


- + 


eg 


Lo 


0 


339 


At the Time of his Commitment, he had 


enky of Money, and was indulged in every 


hing in the Friſon ſo far as was conſiſtent 
with the Keeper's Safety ;. though, in Fact, he 
nevgr once attempted to Eſcape, being well 


Trial, though all his Friends were of a con- 


trar Op nion. 
n Friday the 15th of Au guſt he was 


| es to the Bar, and 838 Sir Michacl. 


ofter, Knt. Judge of the Aſſiae, he pleaded, 
| Not Guilty to the Indictment ; but the Murder 
Was very fully prov'd upon him by the Parties 
Who nb the Atfidavirs above · written. — 
Mr. Page depos'd in” Court, That about Ten 
at Night, on the 23d of May (rhe Night the 
Deceas'd was ſhot ) Skinner came to his Houle, . 
and ſaid, Daniel (meaning the Deceas'd) has 
Robb d me, and Ill ſhoot him this Night, let 
me find bins where I will He was asked - 
by the Prifoner's Council, F the Deceas'd 
was not a Smuggler ? His Reply was, He may 
be a Smupgler for ought I know. © 
Mr. Naila, 1 the Taylor, depos d, That he 
ſau him (the Priſoger) load a Piſtol and Car- 
bine, at his own Houſe, and that he went 


away in a Fo eat Paſſion, . Sa Re- 


ven e * 1 Deceas . 


Hh 


aſſur'd that he ſhould be acquitted on, his. 
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( FE 
Mead the other Witneſſes having proved 4 
See ne Malice, and every ircumſtance' 


neceſſary to convict him of Murder, the Jury, 
found him Guilty, notwithſtanding _ he 


duced in Court ſeveral Witneſſes to ive 9 | 


the Character of a quiet, peaceabl e Mar; 
but ſome of them could not peak to his Be, 
haviour for ſome Time paſt. 

There being no other Perſon capitally con 
victed at this Aſſize, the Priſoner was ſet ti | 
the Bar to receive Judgment on his Convic- 
tion, and the Judge paſs'd the Sentence upon 
him in a very moving Speech, which ſeem'd 
to ſhock Skinner very much, and, he was ob- 

ſery d to ſhed Tears. 
As he was a Man as well Hats in Ehen 
as any one in the County, there was a great 
Concourſe of People in Court; and the Pri- 
ſoner behaved with Modeſty and Decency. 
As ſoon as he had received Sentence, he was 
conveyed back to the Priſon, and greater Care 
taken of him than had been all 21 during, 
the Time of his Confinement, Which THEE 
him uneaſy ; and becauſe the Keepers kept a 


ſtrict Eye on him, he ſaid (the Day a1 his 


Condemnation, ſcemingly in a Paſſion 1 . 
need nit look 2 ſharp, after me, Fer on 
Tut to vun AWAY. F 

Before the Judges left Chelmsford, the K. 
lendar was ſent to th Sheriff, and from FA 


— 


N 


"2 


This Troubles. 
viour in general was no more than a Feint or 


Artifice, to get ſome Indulgence of the Gaoler 
ur hereby he might facilitate his Eſcape; for 
St will appear from his Conduct before his 
Death, that he had an utter Averſion to 
Hanging. 


6359 


to the Keeper, ordering. John Skinner for 
Execution on Friday the 29th of Auguſt, 
1746. Of this he was informed, which 
7 ſhock'd him very much; but yet he was ſtill 
in hopes of being reprievd. Petitions were 


written, and, by his Friends, delivered to the 


Judge, and Intereſt made to his Majeſty to 
| Afave hs Life; but all the Applications of his 
YFriends were to no Purpoſe. 


Finding that he muſt Die, he put on a very 


melancholy Countenance, ſeemd to pray 


artily, liſten d atrentively to the Divine 
ho attended him, and pretended that he 
d much rather die than live. —— He would 
quently feign himſelf much indiſpoſed, 


wiſhing for Death, and that the happy Day 


would come when he ſhould be releas'd from 
It is thought that his Beha- 


* Whilſt hewas under Sentence, he employ'd 
ſome Part of his Time in Writing; and the 


Following Lines (amongſt other Things) he 


$vrote on a half Sheet of Paper; and a Copy 
atim. It was intended as a Letter to _ 


S «47 Yd w 
bu w 


pf it having been obtained, is inſerted ver- 


| is 


of his Acquaintance i in London ; for, as as we - 
apprehended, he never cke ned it to $50 Fade | 
liſn d. E. | . 5 


My dear Friend, 


F AL that my Friends can 10 for me 
= cannot ſave me; and I am greatly. 
* thock'd at my approaching Fate, becauſe 1 
© no. more expected to die for Daniels Affair 
than you did. It's all rhe Doings of Tom Þ 
6 and that Rogue . I was be- 
witch d to come home, for you know you 
© always perſuaded me to ſtay.on t other Side | 
© of the Water, or to keep in London. That 
Man who meddles with another's Wife is 
J ſoor er or later, brought to Deſtruction— 
vou know what I mean; that Jobb has 
brought all this Miſe upon me. — What 
/* a terrible Shock it is for me to lay here in 
5 Irons, within a few Hours of Death, when 
* you know how ana T have liv'd i in the 
© World ? Here's an End of all my Equipage 
and. Grandeur, and poor Skinner is no more. 
Jo be expoſed to a gazing: Mob of Rabble, 
© and unthinking ſilly People, has a greater 
Effect on me than Death, and I could wiſh - | 
to die in the Goal where I am. — I ſuppoſe , | 


Mr. G—— and Tom ., —— have heard | 
for 1 have read it in the Col- 
* cheſter. 


of * 


_ Ld " # th. 
A 7 Fd * 7 
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„ 
t cheſter and "Ipſwich News- Papers, and 1 
© know that Tam has them always ſent over 
© to him. —T don't expect any of my Ac- 
© quaintance to come to ſee me, nor do I de- 
tiſire any, becauſe my Time is ſo ſhort; there- 
fore God bleſs you and yours, 
. Chelmsford Priſon, Your dying Friend, 
Ang. 11. 1746. J. SKINNER: 


h r 5th 


A True ACCOUNT of the LIFE 
of JoHN | SKINNER, Who Was 
| hang'd at Chelmsford, for the 
Murder of DANIEL BRETT, 
his late Servant. Written by a 
Gentleman Who attended him, and 
% whom he related every I hing 
herein inſerted. " 
F SKINNER, (well ktiown amongſt 
the Smugglers at Bologne in France, by 
the Name of Saucy Jack or Colcheſter Fack) 
Was near 39 Years of Age, born of very 


* 
1 


creditable and ſubſtantial Parents in the 


County of Ee, who gave him an Educa- 


tion ſuitable to their Circumſtances, and at a 


C proper 


(18) 
proper Ape, put him Apprentice to Mr. Sf 
an eminent wholeſai'e Oilman, Sc. not far 
from St. Andrew's Church in Holborn, with 
hom he ſerved his Apprenticeſhip. As he 
was always greatly indulged in his juvenile 
Years, he took ſuch Liberties as did not very 
well become an Apprentice; but all thoſe 
little Flights were paſſed over, and when his 
Servitude was expired, his Parents ſet him up 

in the Buſineſs, in a neat and well furniſhed 
Shop without Alcgate. 
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Having married a very pretty young Lady 
ol the County of Hex, of a good Family, 
and about 5000l. Fortune, the Intereſt of her 
Relations and his own, amongſt the trading 
Palit of that Country (in his Way) recom- 
mended him to a great deal of Buſiſſeſs; and 
in a ſhort Time he ſerved the better Part of 
the County, and the Netghbourhood thereof. 

Now finding himſelf in Poſſeſſion of his 
Wife's Fortune, and that he was a very con- 
ſiderable Gainer by his Buſineſs, he began to 
launch out into all Manner of Debauchery, 
particularly Gaming and Whoring, and 10 
very extravagant was he in the laſt Article, 
that he declared he has been at a Bawdy- 
Houſe for ten Days ſucceſſively and ſpent 60 
or 0 l. when he ſhould have been at Home 
minding his Buſineſss. ; { 


Hi | 


et ET 
. ” 


. 
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(19) 


His Servants finding what an irregular 
Courſe of Lite their Maſter led, foon took an 
Advantage of his Abſence, and confiſcated 
ſome Part of his Monies and Goods to their 


own Uſe; for on caſting up his Books at 


Times when he was ſober, and reflecting on 


his own bad Behaviour, he found himſelf 
very - deficient; and frequently complained : 


He did not charge any one in particular with 


defrauding him; but obſerved where a Man 
in Buſineſs is too frequently abſent, the tak- 


ing of Money, under an indolent Maſter, 
would even in Time corrupt an honeſt Ser- 


vam. 


His poor Wife, ſorrowful, and neglected at 
Home, knew not what Step to take: She, 


for a long Time, was unwilling to acquaint 


her Parents in what a laviſh Manner her 


Spouſe was conſuming her Fortune. As ſoon 


as ſhe had the Happineſs of his Company, 
he gave him the beſt Advice ſhe was capable 


of, without the leaſt Reflection on his Con- 
duct; but he was one of thoſe fine Gentlemen 
that could not bear being talkd to by a Mo- 


man. — But happy would it have been for 


him, if he had given himſelf Time to hear her 
Remonſtrances ; for as ſhe was a Woman of 
a liberal Education, very agreeable in her 
Perſon, and pretty well acquainted with the 
Nature of his Bufineſs it cannot be ſuppoſed 

| 02 that 


hear. 


(20) 


that the ever faid any Thing to him;;but 


what a Husband from a Wife could bear to 
She is now living, and brought to 
Ruin and Miſery by the Extravagance of one, 
who in Duty, and the ſolemn Tie of Matri- 


mony, ought to have comforted and ſup- 
ported her, 


Tho Mr. Skinner kept a Brace or tuo of ö 
fine Geldings, and Servants in Livery, yet he 


ſeldom was ſo Complaiſant to make his Wife 


a Party in his Pleaſures; for whenever he 


went Abroad, (which was too often) ſome | 


demolith'd Beau, Gameſter, Sharper, (what | 
is worſe) or Bawdy-houſe Keeper, were his 


conſtant Companions ;' and he was ſo well | 


| Enown among thoſe Gentry, that he ot the 
Name of Squire Skinner, | 1 


In a {ew Years this Courſe of Life brought L 


his Affairs in ſo bac a Situation, that being 


unable to make good his Payments to his Cre- | 
- ditors, a Commiſſion of Bankruptcy was taken 2 
cout againſt him; and his Creditors appearing 


before the Commiſſioners to make out their 


- Depts, it was found that he ow'd u wards of 


10,000 l. tho on cloſing the Commiſſion (to go b 


him Juſtice) he was oble to pay 158. in the 
Pound. — A very handfome Compoſition fon Y 


Man who had ſo little minded bis Affairs. 


7 


Having obtained his Certificate, he thoyght, 


yo more of N own Buſinels; | tor having © 


5 great | 
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reat many Acquaintance, he took an Inn at 
Rane, (now the King f. Head) and had very 
a particularly amongſt the Smug- 

be... . 
- Underſtanding what large Profits were 
gain d in the Smuggling Way, he left his Inn 
and commenc'd Smuggler, and then removed 


to Colcheſter in Ee. He now leſt his poor 


Wite to the wide World, and kept Company 
with Women of very bad Character: His 
Wite was reduc'd to ſuch Extremity, that ſhe 
was oblig d to go into the Pariſh Workhouſe, 
and tho he could have very well afforded it, 
he never ſent to her in her greateſt Neceſſity 
one ſingle Shilling. 6 5 IG 
One P-——e, who was a principal Witneſs 
_ againſt him, was greatly incens d at Sinners 
enn his Wife from him; and indeed this 
is thought ta be the reaſon that the Proſe- 
cution was carried on againſt him. He had 
deluded a great many Women, as well mar- 
ried as i being a perſonable Man, 
he but ſeldom (as he often faid) found much 
Difficulty in making Conqueſts of the Fair 


Sex. But notwithſtanding” all this boaſting of 


his, it was remark'd, that none but Women 


of a light Reputation card to be ſeen in his 
Company. 2 G : rho 
Skinner was accounted as great a Legugßler 
as any in the County of Een i tha the bet- 
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ter to diſguiſe his Way of Life he rented two 
Farins, 45 by the N ames of the Tau- 
Office and 2 Farm, each at 2ol. 2 
Anunum, ſituate at Old Heath, in St. Giles 
Pariſn, Colcheſter. 

Ihe Occaſion of his committing the Mur- 
der for which he ſuffered was, that the 
Deceaſed, who had been his Servant, or ra- 
ther Partner, without his Knowledge came, 
and took ſome Goods away that they had 
Smuggled together; and this Skinner reſented 
ſo much, that on his Houſe-keeper's telling 
him, when he came home, what had hap- 
pened, he immediately concluded to pas. i 
him; which he accordingly did, as has been 
before related. 

He very. much labour'd, on his firſt Com- 
mitment to Chelmsford Gaol, to make the 
"World believe, that the Occaſion of his 
ſhooting at the Deceasd was, that he was 
dog to rob him; but this gain d no 
Credit with any Body ; tho he made i it 2 * 
of his Defence on his Trial. 

After his- Condemnation he ſtill Jeny'd, as 
he had done before, that he had any preme- 
ditated Malice oainſt the Deceaſed ;. and as a 
' Juſtification of what he faid, appealed. to 
every one who ſpoke with Brett, whether he 
ever charg'd him with the Murder. "But this 
45 enſily anſwer'd, for tlie Deceasd was 1a 


5 very 
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very bad, after he received his Death-Wound, 
that he could 1 * ſpeak, and what he ut- 
tered, was chiefly broken Words, ſcarcely in- 
'* Notwithſtauding Elizabeth Cooper, his 
Houſe-keeper, at the Time of the Commiſ- 
ſiog of the. Murder, made an Affidavit of 
what paſs d, fo far as to her'own Knowledge, 
yet on his Trial, ſhe did not appear: So t 
it is beyond Diſpute, that ſhe kept out ce 
Way (no Doubt at Sinners Inſtigation) that 
her. Teſtimony might not prejudice him. 

As to the Religion he profeſs d it was tlie 
eſtaÞliſh'd Church of England; of which he 
declared. himſelf a very unworthy Member. 
' He advisd abundarice of Smugglers, who 
came to viſit him in the Goal, never to tru! 
their Servants with their Secrets, eſpecially to 
keep them ignorant where their Goods, were 
depofited; becauſe (ſaid he) if you don't ſub- 
mit to their Humours, they'll not only inform 
againſt you, but rob you of whatever they 
can. — He faid the Kin loſt more Duties 
annually by Lace-Smugglers than all the 
Smugglers in the Kingdom beſide, and th 
he was ſure more French Laces were annually 
in ten Years, , *; 
.. *Hedid not᷑ deny, but that, ſiace the French 
War, Smugglers carried Intelligence to many 


Parts 


worn in the three Kingdoms, than paid Duty 
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"and after hearing Prayers, he went to th 
Gallows, where there was a numerous ale 
of Spectators. 
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parts of Franes, W hat Was doing in 10 


ingdoms, and hat Shipping was tting o 


far which the French amply rewarded them 


and they Aways had tree Liberty to land n 


any. Port they had. a. mind to, for carry ing on 


Seeg 


Nile Manta when the Keeper went ts 
1 inform him that he muſt prepare himſelf 
to go to Death, he was greatly terrify d; and 
jt. was ſoon diſcovered, by an Effufion of Blood 
iti the Root, that he bid ſtabb'd himſelf, and 


their wicked Purpoſes. 


A Surgeon was immediately fent tor, who came 


accordingly, And, on fearchifig him, found 
that he was ſtabbed inthe Belly with a ſmall 


| Knife, which was run in with ſuch Force, that 
it was lode'd in his Body, (Handle and all) 


and the Surgeon with much ahculty extracted 

it, and fwd up the Wound. NY 
He was then led to Church, ſupported | 

two of the Keepzr's Men (being very feeble) 


19 


He made no Speech, not being able to 


Þ eak Alter a fhort Prayer, the Coons 


$4 his Office; and hanging the uſual T 2 po 


he was cut down, and his Body carri 
7 Colcheftc * here 1 it was decently Tens T, 
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